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WORLD 2.4mR SAILING CHAMPIONSHIPS
GENOA – 12 / 18 OCTOBER 2019
From the beginning of next week, the waters of Genoa will host the
30th World 2.4 mR Class Championship. This tiny boat will be the star of a
week of great sailing with 91 helmsmen from 15 different countries. With
this event the Yacht Club Italiano continues in its commitment to make
Genoa the capital of sailing.
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The 2.4 was created in Stockholm in 1983 by local designers who used the “R
Metre” rule to create a small keelboat, the 2.4 mR. It was a thoroughbred boat
with the complicated and sophisticated nature of keelboat but with the costs
and the sensitivity of a simple dinghy. It was a younger sister, in terms of size
but not style of sailing, of the bigger international 6m, 8m and 12m (these latter
used for the America’s Cup in the Azzurra generation). In 1992 the class
obtained the status of an International Class and since then world
Championships have been sailed every year with between 60 and 100 boats
taking part.
Since the 2.4mR is suitable for disabled helmsmen it was chosen as a singlehanded class for the Paralympics in Sydney in 2000. The biggest fleets are in
the Scandinavian countries, in Italy, England, Germany, Australia and the USA.
An open Class
What made this little boat famous in the sailing world was that it made it
possible for disabled sailors to compete on equal terms, without special
classifications to underline the “difference”, because of that peculiarity of the
2.4, people with motor disabilities can sail on equal terms against helmsmen
without these problems. It demands suitable physical preparation like all
competitive sports but what count most are intuition and technique. So although
helmsmen with motor disabilities take part, the race results do not differentiate,
and male and female participants are similarly treated equally. The boat is
sailed single-handed. The helmsman does not sit on the sides of the boat but
on a special seat-mounted in the cockpit and facing forward – mounted on a
track: it is possible to move it forward or aft to change the trim at the boat. The
helmsman uses only his hands.
The event
The weekend of October 12 and 13thwill see the arrival of the boats and the
welcoming of the competitors, but the action will start from Monday the 14thwith
the first training race at 2 PM. From Tuesday the 15th to Friday the 18th there
will be up to 3 races a day to reach the number needed to assign the world title.
On land crews, coaches and helpers will be able to enjoy the tried and tested
RACE Village: the infrastructures of the fair area, used with success during the
World Cup Series, will be the centrepiece of activities. The Genoa Fair site,
managed by Porto Antico and made available by the municipality, with the great
15,000 m² Jean Nouvel Pavilion, will be a huge “sailing base” unique of its kind.
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Here there will be refreshment areas, changing rooms for crews, meeting
areas, rating areas and the offices of the Secretariat and race officials. The
pavilion has direct access to the basin were floating pontoons have been
placed together with hoists and here the boats will rest during the week of
racing. Much care has been taken to make the whole fair area accessible and
to optimise embarking and disembarking for crews both with and without
disabilities.
The organisation
Beyond the cooperation and commitment of the organisers: Yacht Club Italiano,
the International 2.4 mR Association and the Federazione Italiana Vela, a
fundamental contribution came from the main institutions: the Liguria Region
and the municipality of Genoa. “It’s a great sporting event on the weekend that
celebrates Christopher Columbus and the discovery of America,” says Liguria
Region Sport Councillor Ilaria Cavo. “Once again we have to underline the
great beneficial force and cohesion generated by sport, in this case, a world
sailing championship, that demonstrates the great inclusive power of sailing, a
fundamental value of sport for all in a city aiming to be European capital of
sport. The Liguria Region believes strongly in this championship and has given
it strong support because of the particular attention to an event that can
combine the technical values and challenges of all competitive sports with
social inclusion. It is no accident that as a Region we have provided, for the first
time in Italy, financing from the European Social Fund to projects by
associations that include the disabled and by the end of November we will
make available 2.5 million Euro force bought with significant resources for
projects of sport for all.”
“It’s an extraordinary event for Genoa,” says city Sport Councillor Stefano
Anzalone. “The world 2.4 class championships, open to disabled
participants, organised with the concrete contribution of the Yacht Club Italiano
and Federazione Italiana Vela, are not just a week of great sport in the most
important arena of the city, RC, but there is also a chance to underline that
sport has an essential social and civil function: the ability to offer inclusion.”
Title Sponsor of this edition of the World Championships is Guldmann, a
Danish company that produces and develops technologies for the well-being of
people – and sportsmen – with reduced motor abilities, SLAM which will
provide the T-shirts, Costa Edutainment, which will host participants in the
championships in a visit to the Genoa aquarium on Wednesday evening, and
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the official supplier is Acqua Sangemini.
Important partners in the complex organisation of events of this size are: CBG
Convention Bureau Genova for the welcome and reception and Croce Rossa
Italiana for health services and first-aid on sea and land
Guldmann
Based in Denmark, in develops, produces and markets technologies applied to
the well-being of people with reduced motor capacity and working tools to those
who assist and care for them.
Guldmann has always been a results-oriented company with an extraordinary
working environment where staff operate constantly in complete respect of the
company’s ethical principles.
Guldmann products reach customers all over the world thanks to sales and
service offices in Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, United Kingdom,
Canada and the United States, in addition to sales partners and distributors
covering areas from north to south, from Greenland to Australia.
SLAM
We are people of the sea, for people of the sea. Sailing is the air we breathe,
the wind is our heartbeat. We design and make special clothing for athletes and
enthusiasts looking for performance and technique. Slam: a slap of wind to put
on history, competence, adrenaline and passion. Born 39 years ago to meet the
needs of real “sea dogs”, Slam has a single mission: to make the life of
yachtsmen more comfortable and safer with technical sports were a very high
quality: characteristics they have also infected sportswear collections. Sailing is
not just passion and adrenaline: it also demands sacrifice, competence and,
above all, clothing that can handle unexpected weather.
We were born in Genoa with our feet in the water and a storm in our soul.
Costa Edutainment
A leading company in Italy in the edutainment sector and manager of the
Genoa Aquarium and the Galata Museo del Mare, it is always acted in synergy
with the main touristic and cultural operators of the territory to develop the
common heritage.
Events that can unite sport and social attention and have an international
flavour like the 2.4 World Championship are important chances to reinforce this
joint commitment in promoting Genoa.
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Technical data of the 2.4 mR
LOA: 4.182 m
LWL: 2.978 m
Beam: 0.72 m
Displacement: 259 kg
Sail area: 7.39 m2
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THE YACHT CLUB ITALIANO
Founded in Genoa in 1879, the Yacht Club Italiano is the oldest yacht club in the Mediterranean. Based in
the Porticciolo Duca degli Abruzzi, the YCI’s objectives have always been popularising yachting and
organising races. The Rolex Capri Sailing Week, the Rolex Giraglia, the Italian Olympic Classes
Championships and the World Series, the latest to arrive in chronological order, are just some of the
international regattas organised by the YCI. The Coppa Carlo Negri, the Trofeo SIAD Bombola d’oro and
the Millevele and many other events distinguish the present and future of the Club, which is always open
to new challenges.
Our mailing address is:
Luigi Magliari Galante - luigi.magliari@yci.it
Pietro Pisano - pietro.pisano@yci.it
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